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Act 

Then - 1976 and later

and Now, going forward



ThenThen

Focused on hazardous waste
– Built the cradle-to-grave system
– Everything regulatory driven
– Corrective action targeted high priority 

sites



Just the Facts, Ma’am.Just the Facts, Ma’am.



NowNow

Resource Conservation Challenge

Pollution Prevention
Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle
Voluntary Partnerships



Kinder & Gentler EPAKinder & Gentler EPA



RCC GoalsRCC Goals
Three goals:

– Prevent pollution and promote 
recycling and reuse of materials

– Reduce the use of priority chemicals 
at all life cycle stages

– Increase energy and materials 
conservation



The Four National Priority AreasThe Four National Priority Areas

1. 35% Recycling of Municipal Solid Waste

2. Beneficial Use of Industrial Materials

3. Priority and Toxic Chemical Reduction

4. Green Initiatives - Electronics



Other Priority AreasOther Priority Areas
RCC considered other areas, but they will be 
handled through their existing national and 
regional workgroups:

• Schools 

• Green Building

• Hospitals

• Tires



Voluntary ProgramsVoluntary Programs



ENERGY STARENERGY STAR

Partnership and a Brand

Energy efficient products and practices

$16MM in consumer savings (2007)

www.energystar.gov



WATER SENSEWATER SENSE

Branding partnership aimed at water efficiency

Partners in SC from Spartanburg to Charleston

Water saved also means energy saved

http://www.epa.gov/watersense



WASTE WISEWASTE WISE

Wide range of partners

Reduced disposal costs
Free technical assistance
Public recognition 
Education and outreach materials

www.epa.gov/wastewise



PERFORMANCE TRACKPERFORMANCE TRACK
Going above and beyond the legal 

requirements

Reduced reporting under MACT
Expedited NPDES permitting review
Extended accumulation under RCRA
Recognition for environmental 

compliance – used by lenders and 
investors



PERFORMANCE TRACKPERFORMANCE TRACK

An EMS subjected to 3rd party assessment
Sustained compliance record
Commitment to continuing compliance
Continuous improvement
Public outreach – community involvement

www.epa.gov/performancetrack



COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE 
CENTERS

COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE 
CENTERS

Web sites targeted to industry sectors
Virtual plant tours
Telephone assistance 
“Ask the expert" 
Email discussion groups

www.epa.gov/compliance/assistance



WASTE REDUCTION RESOURCE 
CENTER

WASTE REDUCTION RESOURCE 
CENTER

Hosted by NC P2 and Assistance Division 

Info clearinghouse
• online directories
• databases 
• other resources for P2 

http://wrrc.p2pays.org/





QUESTIONSQUESTIONS

Steve Smith

404-562-8501

smith.steved@epa.gov
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